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AGREEABLE SURPRISE. 


HARRIET to SaPHIRA. 


N compliance with my dear Saphira's 
requeſt, I embrace this firſt moment 55 
I have had to myſelf, fince the receipt 
of her agreeable epiſtle, to convey the 
account ſhe is defirous of knowing. 
Sir Charles and my brother returned 
Vor. = - B lat 
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laſt week, accompanied by the two 
run- aways (to uſe your own expreſſion). 
They overtook them at Berwick, in a 


 _ fityation not much to the Lady's credit. 


Sir Charles, however, uſed the mea- 
ſures his own good- ſenſe pointed out, 


and his ſiſter is now, Mrs. Liberal. 


The Colonel ſeems to have thought it 
moſt adviſable to take the leaſt evil. 
Y He was put to his choice, fight or mar- 
ry. A ſword would have moſt proba- 
bly made a wound beyond the power 
of art to heal, and the fate of a piſtol is 
ſo ſudden, that when the trigger is once 
touched, alas! it would be too late to 
wiſh it undrawn. Theſe, or conſide- 
rations of a ſimilar nature, I fancy in- 
duced him to MATTY A wife, to be 
nee, 


FRY 


a” 
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5 fone is a troubleſome piece of furni- 
ture for a modern fine gentleman: but 


there was no other alternative. Lady 


Raymond will not ſee either of them : 


we have all uſed our endeavours to 


prevail on her, but in vain 3 ; ſhe con- 


tinues inexorable. They are at preſent at 
Mrs. Arundel's houſe, and it is aſtoniſh- 
ing to ſee with what effrontery Mrs. 


Liberal behaves. Upon my word I 
know not what to make of her - -ſhe 


ſeems as attentive to Lord Courtly, on, -- 
to her huſband, and really, the latter and 
Mrs. Arundel behave with equal impro- 
priety. They are quite a faſhionable pair 
already. I am pretty certain, he was in- 


fluenced by intereſted motives at his firſt 
acquaintance with her, but I fancy he 
B a - FP 
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is greatly diſappointed, for Lady Ray- 
mond proteſts they ſhall have nothing 
from her, ſo that he muſt even reſt con- 
tented with the ſcanty pittance that his wife 
has in her own poſſeſſion, which I be- 


lieve amounts to about three thouſand 
pounds left her by a relation. It will 
ſerve for one night at hazard. oh 


J congratulate you on your new con- 
Jueſt. As your fiſter pleads for him, 
there can be doubt of his merit, tho 
you make him a motley character. 
wiſh I could prevail on you to leave 
flirting, and r onet ſacrifice defire to 
| diſcretion: but, I verily believe, all the 
rhetorick of Cicero would have no ef. 
fect, vous ires toujours votre train. You 
fay 
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ſay this Captain Bellmour is incapable 
of inſincerity; how then can you re- 
concile to yourſelf the giving pain to 


ſuch a man? Why give him hopes, 
yet reſolve to defeat them? F y, Sa- 
phira, how can you act thus incon- 
ſiſtent? I am glad, however, you 
think no more of Lord Courtly: in- 
deed he does not deſerve a moment's 
thought. I wiſh he had remained in 
London, that ſeat of diſſipation is moſt 
proper for him, as well as ſome others 
who have of late infeſted this retreat : 
it is pity our tranquility ſhould be diff 
turbed with their pernicious ſociety. 


I think I told you of our meeting ; 
Lord Courtly at the cave. It ſeems he 
| B 3 has 
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4 has long been a conſtant viſiter there. 
The beauty and ſimplicity of its lovely 
- inhabitant is the load-ſtone that draws 
him chither. 


How hard is the fate of hapleſs wo- 
man! Whither can ſhe fly to avoid that 
deſtroyer Man? No ſtate, however hum- 

dle, can protect her; no place, however 
| ſequeſtered, can ſecure her. In every 
rank, in each. ſituation, : be it ever ſo 

| obſcure, ſhe muſt inevitably meet the 


T: 820 ſeducer. 


When I go to the cave, I take a 
ſenſible pleaſure in converſing with Sal- 
ly. Her innocence charms me; and her 
| mental faculties, if properly cultivated, 
might 


Tus EXPLANATION. BY” 


| might do honour to one in a more ex- 
alted ſphere. She tells me his Lordſhip 
is often there, who ſays if ſhe will go 


with him he will take her to London, 


where ſhe ſnall be a fine Lady, and meet 
with the adoration her beauty merits; 


then adds, how much he loves her, and 


that his whole fortune ſhall be at her 
diſpoſal. With theſe, and a thouſand 
more arts he ſeeks her ruin: but the 
prudent girl has, hitherto, been deaf to all 
he utters, nor can he allure her with any 

of his well-plotted ſchemes. A few days 
fince, he met with her as ſhe ſat ſinging 
and milking her cow in the meadow. 
At ſight of him ſhe was ſilent, and was 
going homeward; which he perceiving, 
took her hand, ſaying, % Sing on my 
= 4 « Jovely 


— 


1323323 


8 Tn EXPLANATION. 

0 lovely Sally, continue thoſe charming 
wild notes, ſweeter far than Handel's 
e moſt ſeraphic air. Give me ſome 
milk, my pretty maid.” She did fo. 


„ Now,“ continued he, I muſt have 


*« a kiſs.” She poſitively refuſed, yet, 
in ſpite of her reſiſtance, he caught her 


in his arms, and vowed he would not 


part with her till ſhe promiſed to meet 


him the next day. The affrighted girl 


aſſured him ſhe would promiſe any thing 


Wn 7 he would let her go, as it was late, 
and her grand- mother would be angry 


at her ſtay. „ Come then,” he faid, 


live with me, you ſhall be your own 


'« miſtreſs, and not be ſubſervient to 


. any one. However, I will let you 


27 "go. "mc; but ſhall depend on _ ö 
| you 
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© you to-morrow; in the mean while, 
that you may not forget me, take 
* this ring, that lovely hand deſerves. 
-< a valuable ornament.“ She refuſed | 
it: he called her ſilly fool, and ſeeing; 
ſome people near, left her, and away 
ſhe ran. The morning - following ſhe 
-came to bring me a noſegay, and told 
me all this. I bade her avoid him al- 
ways, and on no account meet him as. 
he deſired. The girl promiſed ſhe would 

not: For indeed, I am afraid of him, 
ſaid ſhe, © and beſides, I love Colin, 
and though the other 'is a Lord, 1 
am ſure, Miſs Harriet, I ſhall never 
ke him beſt.” 


„ 
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Were it not for incurring the diſa- 


greeable appellation of buſy-body, I 
would certainly mention this affair, and, 
if poſſible, prevent its progreſs. I ſup- 
- poſe he was heartily vexed at his diſ- 
appointment, and perhaps will put ſome 
other means in practice to accompliſh 
his defign. If he does, Salty has pro- 
miſed to let me know directly, and 1 
hall, moſt undoubtedly, make his in- 
tentions known, ſhould 1 diſcern any 
danger threatening her. 


What is expected, cannot ſurpriſe 
when it comes to paſs. 1 ſuppoſed you 
would ridicule Sir Charles and me. 


Well, go on, my desr, give an un- 
| bounded ſcope to your wit on the oc- 
| caſion: 
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caſion: depend upon it, 1 mall have 
an opportunity to retort your raillery, 
and believe me, whenever that happens, 
I will not ſpare you. 
My brother has obtained the conſent 
of Conſtantia's guardian, and we are to 
have a wedding this winter. My aunt 
is at Southampton, and continues very 
ill. 5 

Excuſe me, dear Saphira, my amiable 
Sir Charles is below, I fly to welcome 
him: he merits my attention, i is but 
Juſt he meets it. | 


Adieu ; 
Believe me ever 
Your affectionate friend, 
_ Harrier: Dennan. 
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I. ET TER XXVII. 


From the ſame to the fame; 1 1 
a NH! Saphira, what a wretch is this 


vie Lord Courtly! but I will for- 
129 commenting on his villanous pro- 
ceedings to enter on the narrative. 


WY 
Mil 


4 


Agreeable to the promiſe extorted | 
pond Sally he depended on ſeeing her, 
and went to the place accordingly. His 
diſappointment you will better conceive 
than I deſcribe, as he had a plot in 
embryo to take her away that night. . It 
js to be ſuppoſed he was not a little diſ- 

| pleaſed. The next day he went to the 
cave, and with great good nature ac- 
942 8 coſted 


# 
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coſted Sally, told her he had imbibed 
a better opinion of her than to ſuppoſe 
ſhe would have broken her word. He 
had depended on her honour, he ſaid, for 
the completion of her promiſe, as he was 
ſure his behaviour the. preceding even- 
'ing had given her the fulleſt aſſurance 
of his; but, however, he would forgive 
what had paſſed, provided ſhe would 
Promiſe, for that evening, and be punc- 
tual. The girl aſſured him that his in- 
treaties were vain, for ſhe would never 
a meet him; nor did ſne ever mean to do 
fo, her promiſe being merely a feint to 
get from him. He ſeemed vexed, tried 
gentle methods to wheedle her into com- 
pliance, then offered her money, which 
the n with indignation. Finding 


| YO: 
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every effort fruitleſs, he at laſt told 
her ſhe might repent her ill behaviour, 
and, in a ſeeming great paſſion, went 
away. I happened to be drinking tea 
at Mrs. Arundel's when he came in. 
His looks tacitly confeſſed a diſconcerted 
mind: he appeared reſtleſs and uneaſy. 
Upon being aſked the cauſe, he ſaid, 
he had juſt received a letter, with 
an account of a friend's being at the 
point of death, ſo that he was under 
the indiſpenſible neceſlity of going to 
town immediately. What a fertile in- 
vention! He told the tale with ſo much 
_ plauſibility, that it was impoſſible to 
doubt the truth of it, and he fixed upon 
the next morning for his departure; when 
his Lordſhip, attended by his ſervant, 
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took his leave. I faw Sally and told 
her ſhe had no more to fear. The girl 
was overjoyed at the news, for ſhe had 
been under great apprehenſions from his 
manner when he left her, which my ac- 
count quieted. Enttle conjectured what 
a train of perplexities were to ſucceed. 


Would you believe it, my dear Sa- 
phira? Inſtead of going to town, be 
had ready a diſguiſe, and took lodgings 
at a houſe in a neighbouring village. His 
ſervant, who was privy to the ſcheme, 
conſented to have his face and hands 
blacked, in order to appear as a Moor, 
and was covered with tatters. Thus 
equipped he left his noble maſter, and 
went in character of a beggar, to a 


— 


„ farm- 


— 2 l 
1 
. 
- 
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The honeſt 


farm-houſe, near the cave. 


farmer, little ſuſpecting the wretch con- 


cealed, kindly relieved him, and offer- 


ed to employ him in his grounds (the 
very thing he wiſhed) and he readily 


{graſped at it. 


The ſon of his new 
maſter was Colin, whom Sally owned 
to me ſhe loved. He ſaw them toge- 
ther. As their intimacy did not meet 
with the approbation of the father, they 


were neceſſitated to uſe ſecrecy. The 


artful black ſoon found this out, ingra- 


ttiated himſelf into the young mars 


good graces, and became the meſſenger 
of his artleſs love-epiſtles to his dear 


Sally. He continued in this ſituation 


till yeſterday (about a week from the 
time he firſt went there) without having 


— 
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an opportunity to give any favourable ac= _ 


count to his. impatient Lord. His kind 
ſtars at laſt proved propitious and fa- 
vourable to his wiſhes. Colin, obliged 
to attend at home, could not meet his 
favourite as propoſed, therefore, was un- 
der the neceſſity of ſending her an apolo- 
gy. He told this to Sancho (the name 
the pretended black had aſſumed) at the 
ſame time deſired he would carry a let- 
ter. He promiſed he would, and took 


it; but went immediately to Lord Court- 


ly and told him how matters were go- 
ing on. It was then early in the morn- 
8 ing, and they were to have met at ſe- 
ven in the evening. His Lordſhip re- 
warded his fidelity, told him to deſtroy 
the letter, and ſay he had delivered it. 
| She 


/ 
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$ She, he doubted not, would certainly be 
at the place to meet her ſwain, and he 
as certain would be ready with a chaiſe 
and four rapid horſes to whirl her with 
him a conſiderable diſtance from the 
place. A plot ſo deeply laid, and well 
concerted, could not fail of ſucceeding. 
At ſeven poor Sally repaired with pleaſ- 
ing expectation to the lane that had ſo 
often been witneſs to her dear Colin's 
vows of love and conſtancy. Her flut- 
- tering heart throbbed with impatience 
when ſhe heard the approach of ſome- 
body. Suppoſing it her lover, ſhe 
mended her pace, and ran with joy to 
meet him. She ſtopped on ſeeing a 
man wrapt up in a great coat and hat 
that covered his face, and was about to 


return 
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return (the tears gliſtening -in her eyes 
cauſed by her cruel diſappointment ) 
when he catched hold of her without 

ſpeaking: She ſcreamed ; another man | 
came up and- helped ro carry her to 
the end of the lane. They were juſt 
lifting her into the chaiſe, when for- 

tune, who will not always deſert the 
innocent, helpleſs fair, defeated their 

deſign. "a 


Colin was driving his team towards 
home, and not dreaming of any miſ- 
chance to the dear object of his love, 
was ſmacking his whip and whiſtling. 
Upon hearing a woman's cries he liſten- 
ed, and inſtantly knew her voice.—Sal- 
ly in danger! Every other thought 

| Was 
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Was huſhed. He left hi; horſes to take 
their own courſe, and flew to her re- 


lief. At ſight of him, her *till then ex- 


hauſted courage renewed, and ſhe call - 
ed aloud for his help to free her from 


the ruffians. 1 He endeavoured to get 
to her, but was prevented by one of 
them, whom we ſince learnt was his 
:Lordſhip. He called him a clod-hop- 
per, and bade him get about his own 
buſineſs. 


% Zay * 20, meaſter, ſaid honeſt 
Colin, why then 20 J will, let me 


have Sally; or, d'ye zee, my whip 
* ſhall meaſure your _ an ye were 


8 


c twice the'r mon ye are.“ 


Lord | 
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Lord Courtly, in great rage, ſwore 
| he would knock him down, and was 
coming to him for that purpoſe ; when 
the poor fellow, not knowing who he 
was, gave him a blow with the butt | 
end of his whip, and felled him to the 
ground; the ſervant ran to his Lord's 

aſſiſtance, when Colin got hold of Sal- 
ly, and away they ſcampered, leaving 
the diſappointed nobleman to conſole 
himſelf with a broken head. 


Colin had ſcarcely got home, when 
two men came and told him he muſt 
go with them to the worſhipful ju- 
ſtice of the peace, to anſwer for h's ill 
uſage to Lord Courtly. The poor fel - 
low was ſcared out of his wits; and to 
add 
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add to his misfortune, his father was 
- gone from home for two days, and he 

knew not to whom to have recourſe for 
[i ſuccour. They hauled him away, the 
1 juſtice committed him, and poor Colin 
Was conveyed to priſon, where he re- 
mained all night. This morning he 
ſent to Sally, ſhe went to him inſtantly, 
and then came crying to me, and told 
me of this terrible diſaſter. I really 
pitied her, and was ſhocked at the | bru- 
tality of Lord Courtly. Indeed, had I 
not been aſſured of the truth from the 
girl, I ſhould have doubted the aſſer- 
tion. I have endeavoured to conſole her, 
by promiſing to get Colin ſet at liberty; 
but ſhe | ſeems almoſt diſtracted. I ſent 
to Sir Charles ; he unfortunately was 
gone 


WS: 
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gone out, but I ſuppoſe I ſhall ſee him 
this morning. Hark! — I hear the 
trampling of horſes. — He is at the 
gate—I will reſume my pen when the 
affair is finiſhed, till when 


Adieu. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


'ELL, Saphira, . matters wear 
Va more favourable aſpect than 
when J took leave of you yeſterday. 1 
told Sir Charles what had paſſed: he 
expreſſed great aſtoniſnment at Lord 


|  Courtly, and could hardly ſuppoſe it 
poſſible that he, or indeed any one, 
would have deſcended to ſuch mean ar- 


tifices. I however differ from this opi- 


nion; for I firmly believe that, when 
once a man aims at ſeducing a woman, 
there is no art, however mean or ſervile, 


but 
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but he will put in practice to accom- 
om his deſign. | | 


I hs Sir Charles to _ the lad 
freed from his confinement. We ſent 
for Sally, who related her fad misfor- 
tune better than I could do. Sir Charles 
pitied her, and admired her fimple lin- 


cerity, in owning her affeCtion bade 


her be a good girl, and he would take 
care to make her happy beyond her ex- 
pectations; then went to the worſhip- 
ful juſtice of che quorum, who had ſo 
wiſely confined the poor fellow with- 
out knowing the ſtory properly. It 
was a Lord who deſired he might be 
puniſhed, and whether right or wrong 

Vor. . the 
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the orders of a yo. man 5 mull be obey- 
ed. 


On ſeeing the A his worlhip 
began to bow and cringe.—Said, 00 he 
did not expect to be honoured with 
by ſuch a viſiter and was going on 
with a train of compliments, which 
Sir Charles interrupted, by defiring he 
would releaſe Colin inſtantly, whom he 
had ſo. unjuſtly. confined, and adviſed 
him for the future, to be careful to ad- | 
miniſter Juſtice equally 1 to the beggar as 
to the prince: he gave bim no time for : 
an anſwer, but came inſtantly to me. 
Colin followed, his, heart overflowing 


with gratitude. to his deliverer. We 


diverted ourſelyes in queſtioning” him 
Z about 
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about his attachment to Sally. He 


ſaid his- father would not countenance 


it, becauſe he thought ſhe was not _ 5 


enough for him to marry. 


« Well, but Colin,” ſaic ® you | 
think her good enough, don't ye?“ 


« Yes, an pleaſe your ladyſhip, 1 


3 


( 


think her better than any farmer's 
daughter of them all, and I am ſure 


I love her mainly.” 


“Well then,” ſaid Sir Charles, 1 I 


will try what I can do with your fa-' | 


ther: I dare ſay he will conſent to 


any thing 1 propoſe. I will ſettle 


you in a farm on my eſtate, and Sal- - 
ES 
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40 ly ſhall be your wife. No thanks, 
* Colin—Go to her now, and in a day 


© or two we will manage every thing.” 
The lad fell on his knees, *and thanked 
us, then ran with the joyful news to 
his dear Sally. ; 


Lord Courtly, conſcious of his ill-be- | 
haviour, has not been {ſeen ſince; I fup- 

poſe he is aſhamed of the part he has 

acted. Yet, upon recollection, liber- | 
tines are paſt bluſhing —no ſenſe of 
ſhame, for deeds like this,. can find 
place in their depraved minds. How- 
ever, he is gone, and I hope never to 
return here. The adventure ſerves for 
tea-table chat every where; nothing elſe 
is talked of 


Colonel 
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Colonel Liberal has taken a houſe in 
town, and propoſes going there very 


ſoon. As the winter is coming on, I ſhall 
be quite alone. | Mrs. Arundel goes to 
London, and Sir Charles is 3 to 
attend the parliament. 


J hope you will write to me often, 
and tell me what goes forward in the 
beau- monde. I ſhall be amuſed with 
pour account, it will afford me an ideal 
pleaſure, perhaps more poignant than 
the actual enjoyment ; for though J 
like to hear of the polite W I am 
not. fond of being in it. 


I have received a letter from Georgi- 
na, that informs me of her arrival at 
C 3 Bruſſels. 
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| Bruſſels, She till nouriſhes that de- 

| ſtructive flame love, and ſeems to have 
| ſworn conſtancy to her undoing. 


Adieu, dear Saphira, I am going with 
my much eſteemed Sir Charles, to drink 
tea with Lady Raymond, and am all 
love and joy. 


— — 2 * 
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| Your affectionate friend, 


—_ 


| 

| | | HarRIET DENHAM. 
| 
| 


LETTER 


wy 
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LETTER XXIX. 


— 


5081 TIVELY, Harriet, the air 

you breathe i in is contagious. For 
heaven's ſake, child, take care you are 
not infected. For my part, I would 
not live among you for the univerſe. 
Naturally ſuſceptible, the diſorder would 
certainly communicate itſelf to me: 
nay, 1 almoſt fear i it has infected me, tho? 
at this diſtance. I begin abſolutely to feel 
a riſing qualm fince the receipt of your 


epiſtle.—Sure, the reigning ſickneſs is 
not conveyed in your letter —1 really 
need a phyſician, and Whether to chuſe 
195 „ Cleander, 
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| Cleanſer, or the little honeſt Captain 
I know not; but one of them it muſt 
be, for my mother has reſolved that 
Mr. Harper ſhall faſten a gold pad- 
lock on the third finger of my left 
hand — the bare idea of which pains 5 
| me: 1 reſolve chen to avoid the re- 


I have not ſeen Lord Courtly fi nce 
his return, but 1 hear he is in town, 
and whenever we meet, I intend to pre- 
| fent him with a card, on which ſhall be 
.C aptain Shallow's addreſs, and adviſe 


him to go. and compare notes. 


1 dined the her day with Mit El 


ſex, and was much diverted with a gen- 
| tleman 
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tleman there, the greateſt: originah od- 
dity I. ever converſed with. He is late- 
ly returned from. the Indies, where he has 
amaſſed a ſtore of wealth, has purchaſed 
a. commiſſion, took an. elegant houſe, 
and is now, as he thinks, a fine gentle-- 
man. His perſon. may be. juſtly deem- 
ed handſome :. but his manners—really, 
Harriet, no pen can deſcribe... He is 
| Wliterate to the greateſt. degree; - ſpeaks 
borrid Engliſh, and miſapplies almoſt 
every word. He ſeems, however, to 
poſſeſs, ſome good nature. I went with 
Miſs Eſſex to a. ball at. his houſs. 
There were about twelve couple of us, 
all MIS es, not one male creature ad 
mitted. Think how inſipid! We danced 
till eleven, when he deſired we would 
0 8 | leave. 
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leave off, and he would introduce us to 
a cold collechion. Miſs Eſſex and the 
reſt -ſmiled : I could not refrain from 
a laugh. The table was ſuperb, and 
every thing ſerved with the greateſt 
elegance —owing to his ſervants, I ſup- 
poſe, having a little more knowledge 
than their maſter. I am ſure his foot- 
men ſeemed to have a more polite ad- 
dreſs than himſelf, A 


Sophia is not well, and has defired 
my company for a week or two. A 
lucky circumſtance, as I ſhall by that 
means avoid the wretch I fo much de- 
teſt, My mother has 3 and I "=_ 
do moro. 


I faw 
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1 R Henry 4 in the park yeſterday, 
in deep mourning, a dreſs moſt ſuitable 
to him in my opinion, as I think he 
ought to mourn, for having made a 
worthy girl unhappy. | 1 believe he re- 
collected me, for as we paſſed, a viſible. 
| confuſion diffuſed itſelf over his coun- 
tenance Gullty conſcience ! thought 
1. As for Georgina, I never ſuppoſed 
| ſhe could find benefit by going abroad. 
1 am afraid the intenſeneſs of her un- 
happineſs be ſo far affected the calm- 
neſs of her mind and ſtrength of body, 
that, her health” fo much declined, ſhe 
will rather haſten'towards her end than 
firink back from it, and 1 much fear 
that it is at no great diſtance. _ 
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Aa 1 am kenſibir concerned for 


„ 


WE „„ A ” 
? 


- But how i is ; this Harriet? No news 
about Sir Charles ! You ſay George 
and Conſtantia are to be married ſoon. 
Example is generally. prevalent—Sup- 
poſe you ſuffer. ir it to. be io, and make a | 
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Ton was at * play at Covent Ghats / 
on. Saturday, for the firſt time. chis ſea - 
fon, and was. entertained: beyond my | 
moſt fanguine expectations by Mr. Sa- 
vigny, who performed the character of 
Don Felix in the Wonder, for the 22 
time. To tell vou that 1 think him ſu- 


INE to moſt af the performers, would 
be 
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.be to circumſcribe the idea I. wiſh to 

give you of his merit. I admire him. in 
| tragedy, and think him inimitably clever 
| in comedy. He met with univerſal ap- 
plauſe—the fate he merited His juſt 
action, and propriety of ſpeech, at once 
inſpire admiration and ſurpriſe. One 
would hardly fuppoſe it poſſible for ſo 
new a. performer to have acquired ſuch 
infinite merit. He is really a noble ac- 
quiſition to the theatre; and while he 
continues: to perform, we ſhall not be at 
a loſs for a Garrick. 


1 deſire you will think of ſome means 
to introduce Mrs. Liberal and myſelf to 
each other; as my curioſity. is on edge 
to ſee her and her gay ſpouſe. 
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The next I ſend you will be from my 
ſiſter's. I anticipate the pleaſure I ſhall 
enjoy at her houſe: her good man has 


-a univerſal acquaintance among the 
men of faſhion, and 1 dare ſay I ſhall 


have fine diverſion. 


A carriage ſtops. —Cleander, as 1 


live — Adieu, dear girl, I am going to 
the Pantheon. 


SAPHIRA AIRY. 


\\ 


=]. LETTER 


} 
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LETTER + 
GEORGINA to HARRIET. 


Dear HarRIET, 


GAIN I ö reſume my pen, per- 
haps for the laſt time. Life has 


long ſince been a heavy burthen to me, 


and, in my preſent weak ſituation, I 
think it is a moral impoſſibility that I 
-can bear it much longer. With what. 
Teal ſatisfaction do I look forward to 
my approaching diſſolution! I ſhall 


then be no more diſturbed by the idle, 


unmeaning flattery of the great, or the 
cringing, fawning adulation of the infe- 
rior claſs. To you, my dear Harriet, 


I ai 


. 5 4 


40 : Tre EXPLANATION. 

| diſcloſe the inmoſt receſſes of my ſoul! 
Had Henry been true, not all the plea- 
a fares of the faſhionable world would. 
ere have drawn one rifing wiſh from: 


Georgina ; but, bleſt with his love, and. 
your friendſhip—Oh ! Harriet, F can- 
not ſupport the- impoſſibility of. its rea- 
dry —Liad He not been married, I 
might have thought, and wiſhed, and 
hoped a. thouſand. things. —But the ir⸗ 


revocable yes is paſt—Unſurmountable 
barrier! Oh! durable monofyllable— 
to what a diſtracting ſtate haſt thou re- 
duced me! — Forgive me, deareſt friend, 


for intruding upon. your. joyful hours, 
with my melancholy complaints; they are 
too deeply rooted in my heart, to be abſent 
from my thoughts; and it is the wy plea- 

5 ſure. 
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ſure I can experience, to pour out the 
effuſions of my ſoul in the boſom of 
my ſincere friend. 1 3 will, however, 
| endeavour to give you ſome little ac- 
: count of this place, and of ſome chas 
racters I have met with here. 


Wt 10 town is ſituated i in | the moſt as 
| " greeable manner imaginable, ſurrounded 
with delighful fields. From one of the 
gates is a moſt charming navigable. ca- 
| nal, which goes to Mechlin, and ren- 
ders the paſſage inexpreſſibly 8 
The. ſtreets are one continued deſcent, 
ſome of them impaſſable for a carriage. 
Here are a great number of convents, 
and as many churches. The place is 
very 7 populous it being the London of 
Flanders. 
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"MF landers. At the repeated requeſt of 
| "ny mother, I accompanied her, General 
P, and his lady, to the aſſembly. 
As I was too ill, and the General too old 
do dance, we ſeated ourſelves on a ſopha 
at one corner of the room, when four 
figures entered, who, from their dreſs, E 
concluded were inhabitants of one of 
our kingdoms. The oldeſt gentleman 
immediately accoſted General P——, 
who was acquainted wich him, —His. 

7 name is General H ; he is 
the Auſtrian fervice. He öddckd * 
"niece, her brother, and a young gentle- 
man, who is going with them to Vi- 
enna. The girl is twenty, has a good 
face and perſon, but ſuch a voice 
Nc ot Boreas, roaring on the raging bil- 


lows, 
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_ lows, can produce a ſound more diſa- 
greeable. I ſtood with aſtoniſhment, 
and Mr. and Mrs. P—— ſeemed not 
leſs ſurpriſed. We all went to the Ge- 


neral's to ſup. If I could believe that 


| ſouls could change their bodies, I ſhould 


certainly think that thoſe of Miſs 'Roſe 


P and her brother had forſaken their 
original habitations; for he has all the 
ſoft feminine delicacy of a modern belle, 
and be all the unpoliſhed a of E 

_ ſon of Neptune. 


ata a ſong was propoſed, when 


Mr. P—, with the languiſhing tones 
of a finiſhed coquet, ſung an Italian air; 
his ſiſter, en carattere, a favourite hunt- 
ing ng When _ roſe to take 


leave, 
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| leave, I was obliged to quit my ſeat, 
or, 1 am ſure, the honourable Mr, 
P, with his polite twirl, would 
have genteely tumbled me down,. as 
- am not very ftrong. I underſtand. he 
is going to marry. a widow of twenzy- 
_ five, who has had two Dearies already. 
Four hundred a year has tempted this 
dying ſwain to offer himſelf a candi- 
date at the ſhrine of matrimony. His 
ſiſter is going to a convent for educa- 
tion Indeed ſhe wants it. Adieu! I 
am very faint, and muſt, though reluc-- 
tantly, quit my pen. | 


GEORGINA MELVILLE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER KXXI 


Capt. MeLcomse to Mr. AimworTH. 


HAVE taken the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity to inform my dear Harry that 
I am arrived at Paris. I have received 


letters from my father, commanding my 


immediate return to England; ſo that in 
leſs than a month I hope once more to 


embrace my friend. I wrote to you 


from Naples, but received no anſwer. 


How happened it? Has three years 


abſence deprived me of your friend- 


ſhip? I ſhall think it even fo, if you 
do not write 'before I leave this place. 

Adieu. 
FxEDERICK MELCOMBE. 


LETTER 


Yours in haſte, 


} 
| 
ö 
9 
0 * 
id \ 
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LETTER XXXII. 


7 * 


Mr. AlMwokrz to Capt. MELcomss.. 


. O, my dear Frederick, abſence has 
had no power to ſhake my friend- 
ſhip, but a train of circumſtances have 
intervened to prevent my writing. To 
ſpare a verbal recital when we meet, 
my pen ſhall now inform you how that 
jade Fortune has ſported with me fince 
T 


When you began your travels, vou | 
may remember my attachment to an 7% 
amiable girl. I loved her, F rederick, 


with a — not to be deſcribed: I 
lived 
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lived but in her ſmiles, and ſhe rewarded 7 
my paſſion with reſponſive tenderneſs. 


Our happineſs continued for ſome | 


months, when Miſs Bane, my father's 5 


ward, came from the country, to ſtay 
at our houſe. She was poſſeſſed of a 
large fortune, which was a ſufficient 
inducement for my father to determine, 


if poſh ble, to make a match betwixt | 


us. The lady ſoon honoured me with 
particular marks of favour, and I could 


plainly diſcover that the was actuated : 


by ſomething more than friendſhip. I 


was more than ordinarily cautious to 
give her no hope of a return from me. 


My. every thought was engroſſed by my 
dear Georgina ; andi it would have been 
_ 


I 
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ankliſt to flatter her with hopes of what, 
thought, could never happen. My 
-ather, however, perceived her atten- 
tion to me, and told me of it with infi- 
nite ſatisfaction: at the ſame time in- 
ſiſted that I ſhould ſuffer him to make 
apropoſal of marriage to her, I ſtrenuouſly 
| objetted to his doing ſo; alledging, that 
bis belief of her affection for me was 
founded on a bare Iuppoſition, and that, 
for my own part, ſhe was perfectly in- 
different to me, and that T could not 
think of ſacrificing my peace for in- 
tereſt. 1 aſſured him, 1 would never 
marry without his conſent, and hoped - 
he would not urge me to do ſo againſt 
oun. This, however, availed not; 
f he 


* 
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he ſpoke to the lady, and fhe owned | 
her happineſs was centered 1 in me. 


My father was going out of town 


for a week, and inſiſted that I ſhould 
accompany him. I left a letter for | 
my dear Georgina, and, at my return, 
expected an anſwer, but was diſap- 
pointed. I would not attempt to fee 
her, becauſe I muſt then have told her 
my perplexed ſituation : I therefore a- 


voided our accuſtomed happy inter- 
views. Chance, after ſome time, threw 


us in each other's way. We met, and 


her gentle upbraidings made me re- 


ſolve to ſhake off the bonds of duty, 


and follow my own inclination; but I 


remained filent to her on what had 
Vol. II. D paſſed 
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-  palſed at home. 1 left her with this 
reſolution, and we promiſed recipro- 
cally to meet a few days after. At my 
return home, my father told me he ex- 
pected I ſhould comply with his com- 
mand, or take the conſequences of my 
diſobedience. I expoſtulated, but in 
vain; he till remained refractory. In 
his diſtreſſing ſituation, and without ſee- 
in 9 Georgina, I continued above a week. 
Ithen received a letter from her, the pur- 
port of which was, that ſhe was informed 
of my intended marriage, reproached me 
with inſincerity, and aſſured me ſhe would 
never ſee me more. I was aſtoniſhed, and 
unable to determine on any thing. At 
laſt I wrote to her, but received no an- 
ſwer. My pride, my reſentment took 


alarm, 
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alarm, and, without once reflecting on 
the conſequences that would inevitably 
attend the precipitancy of ſuch a pro- 
ceeding, I reſolved ta gratify her, tho 
at the expence of my own peace of 
mind, and conſented to marry Miſs | 
Bane. Yet, the traces of my Georgina, 
ſo apparently ungrateful, ſtill remained 
in my breaſt: I, however, avoided eve- 
ry place where I thought there was any 
probability of ſeeing her, and ſtrove 
to direct my thoughts ſolely to my 
wife. Gratitude obliged me to treat her 
with friendſhip and reſpect; but my 
Georgina poſſeſſed my heart; that would 
not be ſeparated from her. 


| D - BY About 
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About four months ago I ſaw her at 

_ Ranelagh. She fainted; the ſight of 

which deeply affected me, yet 1 had re · 

ſolution enough not to ſpeak, tho? 1 
lent all the aid in 1 my power for her re- 
nief. 


It is now more than a month ſince 
Mrs. Aimworth died, and juſt before 
2 divulged : a ſecret that has made me com- 
pleatly wretched. It ſeems ſhe ſuſ- 

pected that T had an affection for ſome 
lady, the reaſon the afligned for my par- 
ticular coolneſs to her. During my ab- 

ſence with my father, Georgina ſent 
me a letter, which ſhe opened. Her 
ſuſpicions being confirmed, ſhe reſolved 
| „„ to. 
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to put a period to our correſpondence, - 
and, from that time, intercepted every 
letter; but, fearing a diſcovery, ſhe hit 
upon a ſtratagem which proved, alas! 
ſucceſsful, The letter I ſuppoſed to 
come from my loved, and much injured 

Georgina, was forged by Miſs Bane, ' 
and the conſequence was, we were mar- 
ried. She was in an ill ſtate of health 
at the time, and, juſt before ſhe ex- 
pired, ſhe aſſured me, that a conſciouſ- 
neſs of having ated ſo unjuſtly had 
preyed upon her mind, impaired her 
conſtitution, and haſtened her end. She 

| entreated my forgiveneſs, I could not 
deny it to a dying penitent, and in leſs 
than an hour ſhe was no more. 


D 3 Oh, 
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Ok, Frederick, my dear friend! think 


what I ſuffer To ſympathiſe in ano- 


ther's grief indicates a noble diſpoſi- 


tion I am ſure then you feel for me. 


How much muſt my Georgina have 


ſuffered and for me too Racking 
| thought ! How ungrateful have I ap- 
peared in her eyes! I, that would a- 


crifice my every inclination to render 
myſelf worthy her friendſhip! — One 
haſty minute has undone me! I have 


endeavoured to ſee her, to clear myſelf 


from the imputation I muſt unavoida- 


' bly labour under; but, alas! I never 
ſhall be able, for, I hear, ſhe is in a 


deep decline, and gone to Liſbon. 


Was ever man ſo wretched ! ſo ſingu- 
W arty 
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larly marked by 7 the e of | 
his fate! 


Adieu, my dear friend ; I expect your 
return with impatience : friendſhip, like 
yours, will be a medicine to my life, 
and pour a ſoftening balm on my di- 
ſtracted foul, | 


HENRY ATMwok rn. 


D 4 LE T- 
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LETTER XXXIIL 
Hanrrer to SAPHIRA, 


T gives me infinite concern, my dear 

Saphira, to find you are {till peſtered 
with the importunities of one ſo truly 
diſagreeable. However, I hope you 
will not do any thing rafh, and by way 
of preventing one evil ruſh into ano- 
ther. Perſuade your ſiſter to expoſtu- 
late with your mother, and point out 
the inequality of the match propoſed. 
I dare avow ſhe will liſten to her rea- 
ſoning, nor longer command you to act 
ſo * to your will. 


IJ am 


* 
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I am impatient to tell you chat Sir 
Charles has compleated his promiſe to 
Colin and Sally. They were married 
laſt week, and are gone to live a few 
miles diſtant from Arun-Vale : he has 


given them ſufficient to ſtock a farm, 


and the young couple are ſuperlatively 


happy. 


T have this morning received a letter | 


from Southampton. It brings an ac- 
count of the increaſe of my aunt's iI. 


- neſs. The phyſicians pronounce her in 


imminent danger; fo that I propoſe go- 


ing to-morrow, in order to ſee her, and, 


I much fear, it will be the laſt time. : 


D's.  - u 


— 


- - q * - - n 4 * = 
—— — — ——j— — —— — — — * — 
— — — 
22 a . —— —— 


R 7 — Ap 
p — — — m_—— * 
— 5 . Os... * 
— 


— 
— — 2 — 


— — — Ione. — . c ED — 


oF h 
2 4 
SY 
F 
_ - 
+$"..08 
1 3 
#5 ; 
wh | 
= 
"> f 
1 
g 
_ | 
1 
_ 
4 
4 
| ti i 1 
4 
? 
8 
* 


38 Tas ExpLANATIOR 


Sir Charles i is obliged to be in town 
next month. I am embarraſſed to the 
greateſt degree, Saphira—Do you know 
he importunes me to ſuffer an important 
affair to precede his journey? Lady 
Raymond too joins in the requeſt. Do 


you think it will be poſſible to reſiſt the 


intreaties of both? — I can give no an- 


ſwer yet I love him, and his affection 
for me does not admit of the leaſt 
doubt. W Y then ſhould 1 heſitate ? 
But a few female. fears ariſe, which, 
though. abſurd, I cannot ſuppreſs. Ad- 


viſe me, dear girl; 1 really want coun- 


— 


y . 
1 T a * 


The 
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The Colonel and Mrs. Liberal leave 
the country to-morrow. As you wiſh to 
become acquainted with them, I have 
intreated the lady to take charge of 
theſe few haſty lines, and deliver vu 


WL oft ads br 


I muſt beg my dear Saphira to excuſe 
the ſhortneſs of this letter, as my brother, 
whom I have promiſed to accompany to 
Mrs. Arundels, is now waiting with im 


patience. | 


Adieu, 
HARRIILT DEN RAR. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


| SapHRA to HARRIET. | 
Harriet ! my dear girl! you that 
are an adept in the ſoft paſſion, 
tell me what kind of ſenſations people 
experience who are in love.! feel ſome- 
thing ſo uncommon | hanging about my 
heart, that I begin to fear——No, but 
it cannot be—it is certainly a miſtaken 
notion—Cupid will never bend' his bow 
towards me.—Yet—I find ſymptoms 
that ark really alarming. I will tell you 
how I am, and do you tell me how 
you ſuppoſe me. Without any farther 
| preface PII 1 2 my tale. 
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My brother, ſiſter, and ſelf, were 
ſeated yeſterday morning at breakfaſt, 
5 when a gentleman ſent up his name, 
which was Capt. Melcombe. Mr. Frank- 

land exclaimed, My friend returned ! 
s admit him inftantly;” when the door 

flew open, and behold—Oh, for the | 
pencil of a Guido, to draw a form fo 
charming! Words can convey no idea 
of it, every deſcription mult fall ſhort. 
After being introduced, the lovely 
ſtranger took his ſeat, and, whenever 
he moved, or ſpoke, innumerable graces 

were diffuſed over all his form. His 
voice and eyes what woman can reſiſt ? 
He is juſt returned from his travels, 


where he has improved each native, 
and 
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and catched each foreign grace. He 
ſeems formed but to inſpire and feel 
paſſion. His heart appears to be an in- 
exhauſtible fountain of tenderneſs and 
ſenſibility. Oh, Harriet, how inferior 
| does the merit of thoſe appear, that 1 
once thought tranſcendent, when put 
in competition with that poſſeſſed by 
the amiable Melcombe! His viſit wap 
thort, during which, my eyes were ri- 
vetted on him, and I could not ſpeak a 
fjNable. | Strange! The firſt time I 
was ever at a loſs for words in the 
company of a beau. A beau !—Why 
do I uſe that contemptible epithet ? — 
Merit like his claims a more noble title. 
Travelling uſually finiſhes the cox- 


comb; hut he is not the leaſt tinctured | 
with 
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with folly. He is ſenſible, polite, 


caſy.— O, my dear girl, he is every 


thing your moſt refined ideas can con- 
ceive of perfection. He is equal, nay, 
he is ſuperior (pardon the freedom of 
my expreſſion) even to Sir Charles. Mr. 
Frankland aſked him to dine with us 
to- day. er 


He pleaded a prior engagement with 
a particular friend, whom he had pro- 
miſed to meet at home. © Well then,” faid 
my brother, © bring him with you.” He a- 
agreed to the propoſal, and we expect them. 
Ilongfor the hour. As ſoon as they are gone 


I will reſume my pen: at preſent, 


time muſt be employed at my toilette, 
where I ſhall ſtrive to put on every 


charm, 
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charm, to captivate the admired Ado- 
nis. My dreſs, tho', muſt not appear 


ſtudied; and his ſentiments are fo re- 
fined, ſo exquiſite, that J muſt be very 
eircumſpect in my behaviour: no daſhes 


of coquetry muſt interlard my diſcourſe, 
or appear in my deportment. How 
ſhall I act, how conduct myſelf, to 


make this glorious conquelt ? 


This moment brings a letter from 


you. I have broke the ſeal, but can 
only read Melcombe in every line. He 
is at every corner of my dreſſing- room: 
I can neither ſee, hear, or mention any 
thing elſe. I have his perſon in my 
eyes, my ears tingle with the ſound of 


his voice; then how is it poſſible that I 
5 10 mould 
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ſhould articulate a ſound that would not 
ſpeak his name: 3h 


Adieu, for the RA —Do you 
think I am caught, Harriet? 


In CONTINUATION. 


Well, my dear girl, here J am, with 
ſuch a budget of news, that I am at a | 


Toſs at which end to begin. Neptune 


had a favourite fon, Mars another; each 
had their ſeveral perfections, and one 
of them fate decreed ſhould fall to my 
lot. The former came firſt, and, with 
complacency of behaviour, agreeable- 
neſs of converſation, pleaſing perſon, 
and entertaining chit-chat, engaged my 
attention. Next came the latter, the 
quinteſſence of ſenſibility, and mirror 
| of 
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of perfection, endowed with every 
grace, in form and mind; the envy of 
the men, and admiration of the women. 
He, too, engaged my attention. I 
weighed their merit in an equal ſcale : 
the poize was even, ſo the competition 
remained doubtful, till, upon an exact 
ſcrutiny, I diſcovered that Neptune's 
ſon, tho' bleſt with one of the beſt 
| hearts in the world, had its goodneſs 
often eclipſed by Suſpicion's brooding 
wings, which, at times, almoſt over- 
reached his reaſon. . I then, with the 
ſame penetrating eye, flew to the other, 
imagining, that his follies, as well as 
virtues, would equal thoſe of his com- 
petitor. Amazed, I found my ſuppo- 
fition. erroneous. Believe me, Harriet, 
the 
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the moſt diſcerning eye would not be 
able to find a flaw. Suſpicion does not 
corrode, jealouſy does not alarm, nor 
falſe ſurmiſes find a place in his breaſt, 
He loves—he openly avows it, and Mars 
is now triumphant. | 


Prepare now to hear a circumſtance 
of the moſt extraordinary nature. For 
my part, I never was ſo much ſurpriſed 
in my life as when my brother introdu- 
ced Mr. Aimworth.—Ay, you may ſtare, 
bur it is true, Harriet. Henry, Georgina's 
dear, perfidious Henry, is the friend 
whom Captain Melcombe mentioned 


' having an engagement with; and be, the 


very identical be, dined with us yeſter- 
day, 5 
Wrapped 


4. 
CRE * 


ory 
IS - \ 
p . — — * . Q 
* _ l - 1 9 A - 
0 =o ryginint. <w=; Eid ant OY, 
—̃ vL— * _ — 


= — . EE I LL9LXRRRAR = 
py —U— — 8 — . - _ a 223 * 
rr TY „r » „ — 2 bs 
— — — 2 2 — —_ \ - = 


- \ my \ * 
3 2 - 
2 * N _— =_ 
Load ——— . =o 
8 —— a 


| + 
BYE 
; 
Ty 
La 
F 
1 
_ 
©, X% 
* ! N 
* 
4 
. 
[ 
og * 


i 68 TRE Expr AxATTOx. 


Wrapped up in ſable weeds, he Rides 
about a mockery of woe. His wife is 


dead. Such a circumſtance, you know, 


to a young man, generally proves mat- 
ter for outward grief, and inward joy. 
He then, by way of complying with 
the uſual hypocriſy on thoſe occaſions, 


is, in his dreſs, as dark as Erebus, while 


his heart exults at being once more free. 
At fight of me he ſtarted and turned 
pale. I ſtared, and thought my eyes 
deceived me. We neither of us ſpoke, 
bur ſtood aghaſt, he ſeemingly plunged 
in grief, and I, in the greateſt ſurpriſe. 


My brother, fiſter, and Captain  Mel- 
combe, looked firſt at us, then ar each 
other. At laſt, the latter whiſpered 


ſomething to his agitated. friend, who 
replied, 
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pr „Oh, no;“ with a ſigh half an 
hour long, which gave me time for re- 
collection, and I exclaimed, © Oh, yes.” 
My brother aſked what I meant, my ſiſter 
ſuppoſed me mad, each had their dif- 


ferent conjectures, when I again cried, - 


„ Oh, yes, it is certainly Mr. Aimworth, 


„ whom 1 ſaw at Ranelagh.” He re- 
plied, © Indeed it is, Madam, and 1 

« am happy to meet you again. Per- 
4 haps you can ſatisfy me in a parti- | 
e cular that nearly concerns my hap- 
« pineſs. Will you be obliging enough 
to inform me, how your amiable friend 


« Miſs Georgina does, and where ſhe -- 


« now is?“ 


* 1 can- 


— 9e 
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iid 
| 


I cannot ſuppoſe, Sir,” replied I, 
< that you are actuated in theſe enqui- 
e ries by any other motive than curioſi- 
. ey; however, I will ſatisfy it, and 
4 perhaps the account may ſwell your 
* 2 pride in the completion of your tri- 
1 % umph. The amiable girl, whoſe only 
* fault was cheriſhing a partiality for an 
«© unworthy object, is, by this time, no 


„ more.” 
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40 No more b he with looks of wild 
diſorder repeated; then turning to his 
friend, „Oh! Frederick, why has for- 
40 tune ſingled me out for ſuch a ſevere 

« deſtiny ? Georgina, dear, ſuffering, 
< lovely girl, thou art no more, and I 
« -not juſtified !” 
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« How is this,” ſaid I haſtily; © can 


a conduct like yours be juſtified?” 


With eaſe,” replied Captain Mel- 


combe, © and to ſpare him the trouble, 
< and convince you, I beg you will 
20 end this, which 1 received from my 


< friend when I was at Paris.“ 


He gave me a letter. I read it again 


and again, and my every ſenſe was chil- 
led with amazement. 


Why, Harriet, his ſufferings have 


equalled thoſe of our fair friend; nay, 
I think they have ſurpaſſed them: the 
reaſon is obvious, for he was obliged 
to bear the chains of Hymen, while 


| that 
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that urchin Cupid was piercing his heart 


with arrows from another quarter. I re- 


queſted him to excuſe the freedom I 


had uſed in ſpeaking, and told him I 
would make ample recompence, by aſ- 


ſuring him, that Georgina was at Bruſ- 
ſels, and alive, though in a very bad 


' ſtate. This piece of intelligence gave 


him room to indulge the deluder hope, 


and he begged I would give him her 


addreſs, which I had not in my power 
to comply with, but promiſed to get it. 
He propoſes writing, and then ging 


to her. I adviſe him to do ſo by all 
means; for I am perſuaded the fight af 


him will prove more efficacious than the 


change of climate, or all the preſcrip- | 
tions of the moſt learned of the faculty. 


I really 
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I really do not wonder the girl likes 
him, for he is formed to pleaſe : ſo 
gentle, ſo tender, ſo— but you muſt 
aſk Georgina for an exact deſcription; ; 
for my part, my thoughts are otherwiſe 
employed 1 on _ : 


Oh! Harriet (I deal very much in 
| ohs of late) the all- perfectioned Mel- 


combe has owned to my brother that he 


loves—ay, girl, and Saphira is the ob- 
ject of that love. My moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes gratified, my happineſs is com- 
pleat. Though, between you and I, I 
| think. he might have ventured to en- 
truſt me with the ſecret, before he com- 
municated it to another. He had ſuf- 
ficient opportunity, for we were alone 
Vor. II. 0 E. es near 
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near half an hour this morning, Stu- 


pid, or ſo, was it not ? But 1 excuſe 
it, his ſilence might be owing to a fear 


| of offending. 


I thank you for your epiſtle, as well 
as for your intention of introducing 


Mrs. Liberal. She did not, however, do 
as you requeſted, thinking it neceſſary 


to appear fatigued with her journey. 


She ſent your letter with a card, and 
mentions, that ſhe propoſes doing her- 


ſelf the honour to call upon me, I ex- 


pect her arrival with i impatience, ſo does 
Cleander, for I have promiſed to intro- 
duce him. He is very gallant, and ſhe, 
you ſay, fond of admiration, ſo I think 


ſhe may take him to be her Cecifbeo : : 
I will 
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1 * reſign him to her moſt willingly, 
with the hope of having his place ſup- 
plied bye one who is his ſuperior i in every 


reſpect. 


1 deſire you will let me know when 
you propoſe to commence Ladyſhip. 
I poſitively will be at the wedding : i : it 
will teach me how to behave, if any one 
ſhould ever be mad enough to enter the 
nooſe with me. 


Captain Melcombe is below with my 
brother and ſiſter: a third perſon is not 
pleaſing, a fourth may, perhaps — 1 
will e'en try, however. Adieu. Bleſs 
me what a length of ſcrawl ! St 
Saprrra Airy. 


E. La. 
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A LETTER XXXV.. 
GeorGina to HARRIEx. 


Dear Harriet, 


Write this contrary to. the expreſs 


3 command of my phyſician, and what 
will amaze you, from within the dark 
walls of an incloſure. I was fo exceed- 
ingly ill at Bruſſels, that I could not be 

prevailed on to continue my route, but 
perſuaded my mother to ſuffer me to 
return to this ſolitude, that! may paſs 
che few remainder of my days in quiet. 


; ” am much agitated from a trifling 
circumſtance that happened yeſterday. 1 


was 
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was drinking tea, with the lady abbeſs, 
when the poſt arrived, and brought ſome 
Engliſh news- papers. I took one of 
them to read; and the firſt paragraph 
that caught my eye was the death of 
Mrs. Aimworth. The different emo- 
tions that ſeized me at the time, are 
better fuppoſed than deſcribed: But 
why, my deareſt friend, ſhould I be - 
moved? Her death can be nothing to 
me; no, it is too late. Were there no 
other obſtacle but my on declining 
health, that alone 1s ſufficient. Beſides, 
Henry can have no regard left for me, 
it would be ridiculous to entertain ſuch 
a hope; yet, a hope I have, but it is 
that of death. Dear, welcome death 
with haſty ſtrides approaches, and I im- 
ES: patiently 
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patiently expect the wiſhed-for period 
that will put an end to life and mi- 
ſery; ; and. but for conſcience, that un- 
erring monitor, that tells me it is 
wrong, I ſhould gladly meet the wel- 
come gueſt. 


I am happier now than I have been 
for ſome time paſt : the calm, quiet, un- 
difturbed manner of living here, has 
ſomething uncommonly agreeable in it. 
No paſſions burn, no envy riſes, no 
ſpleen provokes, or anger rages; but 
all is peace. Theſe amiable women, 
ſequeſtered from the baſe world, whoſe 
common commerce is deceit, cunning, 
and ingratitude, are emblems of pro- 
miſed bliſs. Sure, if happineſs is 
| found 
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found on earth, it is here; at leaſt I am 
perſuaded to think ſo. One continued 


ſcene of employment fills up the mea- 
ſure of their days, and. renders their 
ſtay here pefectly tranquil. 


Adieu, my dear Harriet a violent 
head- ach obliges me to lay down my 
pen. If I ſhould be beuer, 0 to 


bear ſoon again from 
Your ſincerely affectionate 


Grorcina MRLVILLE. 
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Hanmer to Safin, 
| Dear Saphira, 


Came yeſterday from Southampton, 

and was pleaſed at my return to find 
a letter from you. When I ſaw my 
aunt, ſhe was drawing near her end. 
Hie grim tyrant claimed her for his 
_ own, and had already ſlruck her with 
his iron dart: the fight affected me 
greatly. She lay pale and almoſt 
breathleſs, but ſtretched out her hand, 
and attempted to ſpeak. After many 


efforts ſhe ſaid. You ſee, my dear 


child, 
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child, I am going to leave you. A 
« few hours, perhaps minutes, will 
« cloſe my eyes and ſhut out day light. 
“ have, however, taken care of you. 
« The box in my dreſſing- room con- 
« tains my laſt will, together with 
“ ſome few trifles which I beg you to 
« keep for my ſake. My. only wiſh 
« was to live long enough. to ſee you 
« married to Sir Charles, who is wor- 
as thy of. you ; but that happineſs is 
denied me.” She then. fainted. A- 
gain ſhe recovered, and took. my hand, 
endeavoured to ſpeak, but failed in the 
attempt, and with a ſigh expired. 
J fell ſenſeleſs on the floor, and when | 
I grew 1 found myſelf on the bed, 
_ e 
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Conſtantia by my ſide, who perſuaded 
me to return immediately, which, after 
giving the neceſſary orders, I agreed to 
do. The will was opened in the pre- 
ſence of Lady Raymond, Sir Charles, 
my brother, and myſelf. She has order- 
ed her funeral to be very private. Arun- 
Vale, with an eſtate of eight hundred 
A year, and the box which contains | 
jewels to the amount of twelve thou- 
ſand pounds, and ſome notes, ſhe has 
bequeathed to me. To George five 
hundred pounds, an eſtate contiguous 
to Arun- Vale, which brings about two 
hundred pounds per annum, and many 
other legacies. Her death is matter of 
| great concern to me, as I may juſtly * 
4 have loſt a parent. | 


Yr 
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Sir Charles does not go to town ſo 
ſoon as he -propoſed. The day you 
ſeem fo defirous to be made acquaint- 
ed with, will not be fixed 'til the time 
of mourning for my aunt is expired. 

It will be an addition to my happineſs 
to have my dear Saphira with me; 1 
therefore 3 I ""_ not be : deprived 
of it. 


51 ah account you ſend aſtoniſhes me 
more than I can expreſs. I am fincere- 
Iy pleaſed to find Mr. Aim worth as wor- 
thy as I could wiſh ; but it is too late for 
bim to think of ſeeing our friend. 1 
yeſterday received a letter from her, and 
by the tenor of it, conclude her footſteps 
oat to the abode from whence no 
* E 6 traveller 
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traveller returns. I pity the ſeverity of 


| their fate, -but we ought not to murmur 


or repine at the decrees, of providence, 
whoſe unerring power cannot do amiſs. 
We: ſhould then ſubmit with patience, 
and bear, with becoming fortitude, each 
chance or change, however ſevere. 


It is really next to an impoſſibility to 


anſwer your demand. If one may 


judge by appearance, you certainly are 
caught as you call it; but you are ſuch 


a ſtrange girl one hardly dare ſuppoſe 


it; for, perhaps, to-morrow may pro- 
duce another lover, whoſe merit may 
appear brighter than his of to-day. 
From conviction I may be allowed to 
cheriſh the ſuppoſition ;. for, it was but 
a lit- 
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a little time ſince, you found perfec- 
tion centre in Captain Belmour ; and 
indeed if report ſpeaks truth, his worth 
is infinite; but it is dwindled in your 
opinion ſince the arrival of Melcombe.— 
1 do not know what to fay to you—you 
are an unaccountable girl.. td: 
Adieu. Let me hear from you, and 
believe mee 0 111 


: „ 


Your affectionate, 


HaRRIET DEN RAM. 
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Sarnma 1 to n ke 


"HY, Harriet, this Mrs. Liberal 
is abſolutely a compoſition of 
afkwardnefs and affectation. Where in 
the name of wonder has the girl been 
bred?—Such a ſtiff piece of furniture 
I never beheld before. Quite the coun- 
try Miſs, indeed, —Drefſed in all the 
colours of, che rainbow, and ſeemingly 
afraid to move, left ſome part of the 
apparatus ſhould be diſcompoſed. I wiſh. 
J could prevail on the fair ruſticks in 
general, to take a friend's advice; I am 
ſure it would terminate to their advan- 
tage. I would have them ſend a peti- 
YT tien 
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tion to parkament for a bill to continue 
the faſhion of French ſays, as, by that 
| means, we ſhould be obliged to procure 
by erpence, chat air 211 deriye from 


e * N \ x 


nature. . 8 N he . = 6 | $2" 


Laſt week I received a card to inform 
me, that Mrs. Liberal would do herſelf 
the honour to wait upon me. About 
| fix o'clock, a rap at the door announced 
her arrival. Sophia and. 1 were ſeated i in 
ſtate to receive her. After A. few aw R 
ward curtſies, ridiculous apologies, ] hor- 
tid grimaces, tottering ſteps, and fooliſh 
ſimpers, the grggling dame chrew herfelf 7 
plump upon a chair. I was in the ut⸗ : 
moſt pain for her, and i in my own inind 
railed at the people who had made het 


_ dreſs, 


— 
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dreſs, for I could not help thinking but 
it was lined with buckram; indeed, I 
Once was inclined to believe they had 
driven an iron poker down her back, 
to keep her upright, for ſhe. never alter- 
ed her poſture during the viſit. Her 
head indeed, which ſeemed the lighteſt 
part about her, ſuffered much with the 
many toſſes ſhe gave it; and as to her 
eyes. and mouth, they underwent an 
equally ſevere fate, the former being 
perpetually rowling about, and the lat- | 
ter diſtorted a thouſand ways. Her hands 
were often employed in adjuſting her 
tucker, and every now and then, her 
locks; which by the bye, from the amaz- 
ing quantity, J am apt to think were 


borrowed. Lord! what a figure the 
woman 
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woman made! Hogarth never - drew a 
figure to equal her. | 


The converſation at firſt turned on 
Miſs Harriet, and her numberleſs per- 
fections 3 next, on the more | important 
dne of dreſs. How ridiculous, and hose 
very abſurd is the common chat of a 
certain ſer of females! Mention a new 
faſhion, and they will hold a diſſertation. 
two hours long on it; change the ſub⸗ 
je& to one more rational, and the pretty 
things are in an inſtant as mute as mice. 
The weather indeed proved of infmite 
uſe to us; for my whole ſtock of female 
chat being exhauſted, I fortunately ob- 
ſerved, that the weather Was much 
changed "_ theſe few days. 'T its 
100 „ wile 


90 Tux EXPLANATION. 
wiſe obſervation was ſeconded by Sophia, 
and Mrs. Liberal gave us an account 
of the many changes that had happen- 
ed in the country for ſome months paſt. 
The entrance of Cleander- relieved net 
the good Lady and he ſoon became ſo- 
ciable. A pretty fellow ſeemed to give 
great ſatisfaction, which ſhe teſtified by 
+. ſmile of approbation to every thing 
ke uttered. . She invited us to return the | 


{ viſit. Cleander led her to the chair, 


and away went 'the lump of folly. He 
declared, he never till then had ſeen 
ſuch a compleat original, and, being 
fond of novelty, vowed he would ſtrive 
10 ſupplant. the Colonel, and was ſure 
baue ſhould be ſucceſsful. I thought him 
a4 t firſt in jeſt, and laughed heartily; 

„ | | | | but 
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but when I diſcovered his real inten- 
tions, I was quite offended, and aſſured 
him I would take the earlieſt opportu- 
nity to inform the Lady. This not fuit- 
ing with his humour, he became im- 
pertinent, and delivered his thoughts 
with too great freedom. At laſt we had 
an open rupture: Sophia forbade him the 
| houſe; and he is fled to Mrs. Liberal 
in earneſt, where, I ſuppoſe I ſhall be 
finely handled. When I returned her 
viſit, he came in after tea: I inſtantly 
ordered my chair and decamped. 


The Colonel I admire; he is very 
handſome really, and if the buſineſs of 
life was bagatelle and dancing, would 
with him to be my companion. Though, 
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as he is, I think him nn too > good 
_ her. | 


911 N lovely Frederick has ventured 
to avow his paſſion, and in ſuch terms, 
| that would admit no doubt of his fince- 
rity. Will you believe it? I agreed 
that he ſhould aſk my mother's conſent 
to become her ſon. To be ſure I was 
either out of my ſenſes, or they were 
uncommonly lulled at that inſtant. He, 
however, took advantage of my weak 
ſtate, and has abſolutely met with the 

| ſucceſs he ſought, and preſumes upon 
the prerogative... I have him dangling. 
at my heels morning, noon, and night. 
I don't know how to account for it, 
Harriet, but, methinks, I am ſtrangely 
LD altered 
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altered of late. Every thing grows in- 
ſipid, that was wont to have infinite 
reliſh. I am grown peeviſh and fret- 
ful, find fault and quarrel with every 
thing. My books, of which I was 
paſſionately fond, now no longer amuſe 
me. My muſick lies neglected, com- 
pany intrudes, and macaronies, ama- 
zing change! I hate the ſight of; and 
ſigh often, without knowing why. In 
1 ſhort, I am ſtolen from myſelf, and am 
no more the gay, diff pated Saphira you 


once knew. Upon my Wor d, I begin now 


to think in earneſt, that the blind urchin 
has given me a light ſtroke, en paſſant. 
Heigh ho! I am quite in the dumps.— 
Who is there? — A card from Captain 
Melcombe. Welcome, welcome, thrice 


_ welcome 


84 


welcome meſſenger}. It revives my 


Z which w heart is ever actuated, if I 
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drooping ſpirits, and almoſt reſtores me 
to myſelf.  Hedines here to-day. Good 
news. Gods 1 thank ye Adieu for 
the preſent. e 


In CONTINUATION. 
| Releaſed from a crowd of viſiters, 
and heartily tired with their idle diſ- 


courſe, behold again Saphira. We had 
_ great deal of company at dinner, among 
At the reſt a group of ſmart fellows, who 


all paſſed me unnoticed. The ſuperior 
merit of my much loved Melcombe en- 
gaged my whole attention. I ndeed, 
Harriet, he is every thing my fondeſt 


wiſhes could aſk ; and I ſhould do vio- 


lence to that, candour and fincerity with . 


did . 
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did not own to you that I love him. Un- 
verſed in the practice of deceit, I con- 
feſs my heart cannot remain inſenſible 
to his worth. Were you to ſee and 
converſe with him, I dare avow you 
would not think it imprudently gene- 
rous. His tenderneſs increaſes hourly, 
and every day ſalutes me with new Joys. 
My mother too approves my choice : 
I have her ſanction to encourage this 
glowing flame. "en idea conveys a 
pleaſure. | mY 5 


Mr. Harper is gone abroad. What 
a difference betwixt the two The 
contraſt 1s ſtrong on my mind, and I 
view my Frederick's merit in more 
forcible colours each ſucceeding mo- 
1 
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ment. 1 ſhall tire you with the ſub- 
ject. Forgive me, dear girl, TI could 
go on in an endleſs page, but I will 
have ſome mercy on your paticnce, and 
r it now. 


| Mr. Airport wrote to Georgina, 
and very politely told me the contents _ 
of his letter. The purport was, to 
juſtify and clear himſelf from the im- 
putation he has ſo undeſervedly laboured 
under, at the ſame time to make her an 
offer of his hand; as to his heart, you 
know he needed not to mention, that 
having been long in her poſſeſſion. He 
concluded with informing her of his 
intention to go to her, and accordingly 
he ſet off the beginning of laſt week. 
| I wiſh 
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1 wiſh ſhe may be well enough to bear 
the fatigue of returning to England. 
Sure the ſilly girl will not ſuffer any ri- 
diculous punctilio to intervene, and re- 
fuſe to graſp happineſs when it is thrown 
within her reach | T hope they will be 
married at laſt. If ſuch a change ſhould 
take place, I am ſure their hiſtory would 
furniſh matter for a pretty romance. 


So, your good old aunt has made her 

exit at laſt.— Well, don? t be low-ſpi- 
rited, child, you know we ſhall all fol- 
low her.— A conſolatory thought, that. 
III baniſh it, however, for the preſent, 
as I hope to ſtay where I am a little 
longer. $44 


Su... | And, 
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And, pray, when am I to take this 
jumble to Arun-Vale? When will 
mourning give place to joy? For my 
part, I am all impatience for the time. 
Don't you feel ſome ſtrange perturba- 
tions at the thought of its approach? 


Really, Miſs, you are very ſaucy. 
« Don't know what to make of you; 
you are an unaccountable girl.“ Great 
liberty methinks. What then you lean 
towards Belmour, becauſe report ſpeaks 
ſo favourably of him, and you think 
his merit is dwindled in my opinion 
ſince the arrival of my Frederick? Per- 
mit me, fair Lady, to tell you, that 


you never was more deceived in your 


conjectures ſince you had the uſe of rea- 
ſon. 
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fon. I think Captain Belmour really 
eſtimable, and a truly worthy charac- 
ter; but does it follow from thence that 
I muſt Ive him, and attach myſelf ſolely 
to him? Why, at that rate, girl, I 
muſt love every worthy object that 
meet. Bleſs me, what a deal of love I 

ought to-poſſeſs! Tho? upon recollec- 
tion, a ſmall ſhare would ſuffice z for 
we do not often meet with one whoſe 
worth would bear a competition with 
his. Now, Harriet, liſten to reaſon. 
Suppoſe I was to marry Capt. Belmour, 
he would love and eſteem me, no doubt; 
but then our inclinations are direct op- 
poſites. Our pleaſures, our | averſions 
are contradictory; and our ideas, in 
ſome particulars, totally different. What 
5 proſpect 
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proſpect is there then of happineſs ? 
We ſhould never agree. He is brave, 
generous, and humane ; but he 1 is of a 
ſuſpicious. turn; and, if I was but to 
glance at any thing that bore the leaſt 
appearance of a man, he would inſtantly 
ſuppoſe— dear heart — do not know 
what he would not ſuppoſe—Therefore 
I think we are beſt aſunder.— Tho- : 
believe me, I ſhall ever retain a fincere 
friendſhip for him, and 1 have every 
reaſon to nouriſh the opinion that the 
good-natured little oddity will not for- 
get me in haſte. Now, if I marry 
Caprain Melcombe, 1 think. I may en- 
ſure myſelf every rational proſpect of 
felicity. © The frame and temper of our 


minds * Ws love him, and I ſhall 
make 
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make a generous youth happy, who 
loves me to diſtraction. He improves | 
upon my fight every time I view; him. 
Indeed, Harriet, he is very handſome : 
every body thinks ſo as well as Sa- 
phira. ; 


His look is pleaſing as the bluſhing roſe, f " 
His cheeks the freſhneſs of the morn diſcloſe, 

His teeth are white as Is the falling ſhow, 21 
His eye · brows arched as the painted bow, 
His breath is ſweet as the Arabian gales, 
That ſweep along Sabæa's ſpicy vales; 

His voice, whene'er he ſpeaks, with joy I hear, 


And, when he ſings, I think an angel near ; 
His ev'ry action is by honour led, 
His air is graceful, and his dreſs is red, 


F © Am_ 
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A favourite colour, you know, a- 
mong us females. I own, I think it 
very becoming. But J forget I ought 
to make ſome apology for my rhymes.— 
What ſhall I fay ?—I know not — 
Words do not -befriend me—they have 
deſerted me : let me then find a friend 
in my dear Harriet, whoſe goodneſs 
will excuſe my nonſenſe i in verſe as well 
as proſe. 1 vill indulge this hope, and 
| nel . 
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LETTER xanvel 
GroRGINA to Harriet. 


| Graveline. 

O W extraordinary are the events 

of life! Some circumſtance or 
other continually furniſnes matter of 
amazement; and often, when happi- 
neſs appears at the greateſt diſtance, we 
ſooneſt find it. This is a fact found. 
ed on the authority of experience, and 
cannot' be diſputed. What a ſtrange 
reverſe of fortune! Amazing change 
I almoſt doubt its reality. But can my 
ears, my eyes deceive me? Oh, no; 
Wl is *. it is he himſelf, my deareſt 
F 4 Henry! 
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Henry! With what pleaſure do I take 
up the pen! A ſenſation, dear Har- 
riet, that has long, long been a ſtranger 
to this torn breaſt. My heart flutters 
i to meet the welcome gueſt. How are 
. my anxious moments paſſed o'er-paid !— 
9 Hence, every painful reflection, ye ſhall 
8 no more corrode my mind. Rejoice 
with me, my dear friend: you have 
ſympathiſed in my grief, partake my 
joy. I have ſeen—my Henry! Seen 
him at my feet, and heard him renew 
his vows of laſting love and conſtancy, 
and preſs me to unite my deſtiny to 
his for ever. Never did I before ex- 
perience the unequalled ecſtaſies of mu- 
tual tenderneſs. Exceſs of joy over- 
e my feeble frame, and I fell 
5 lifeleſs 
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lifeleſs from my chair. When my ſenſes 
returned, I was deeply affected, to ſee 
him ſo ſenſibly touched with my weak ; 
ſituation. Fond, lovely, generous youth! | 
our ſufferings have been equally great, 
but heaven now ſmiles, and all our fu - 
ture days are happineſs and love. Oh, 
Faniss, | dare 1 indulge that riſing 
hope? — Dear bewitching proſpect of : 
felicity, am I doomed ſo bleſt to taſte 
thy ſweets? .. reset arena 
Neg iin I 220 
"i chillneſs ſeizes me when, 1 reflect | 
on my preſent ill ſtate of health, I 
_ almoſt fear it is too far impaired, and 
that no happy chance can ſtay my fall- 
ing ſteps — Yet —I taſte, of, bliſs—] 
know, I am aſſured my Henry i is kind, 
F 5 and 
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and that thought- brings with it an in- 


finite portion of happineſs. He in- 
treats me to return to England, my 


mother feconds the requeſt, and I have 


conſented. Adieu, dear peaceful man. 


ſion: farewell, ye amiable inhabitants H 
Georgina leaves you to enjoy your ſweet 
and undliſturbed repoſe, and once more 
ventures to launch into the world, that 
ſtormy ſea of uncertainty. But ceaſe to 


- murmur, fluttering heart, nor pain my 


breaſt with fearful throbbings. Is it 


not Henty claims thee?—That gentle, 
Kind, that generous youth; —the ob- 


Jeet of thy choice ?—He will reward 


thee with tenderneſs and love. Shake 


of, os WY ks , and give a I6oſe 
to Joy. WIr # # w ; : : 
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To- morrow we leave this place, and 
ſoon I ſhall embrace my dear Harriet. 
With what different ſenſations from 
thoſe I felt. when laſt I had that fatiſ- 
faction! Adieu! Expect when I ar- 
rye in England to hear from, | 


Your truly happy, 
 Groncina MELvitte. 


I have converted a few of my thoughts . 
into rhyme, and have incloſed them. 


L 
E N CE every doubt and anxious care, 
No more corrode my breaſt, 
Now love and joy ſucceed each fear, 
And ſooth my mind to reſt, 
= 
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Oh! how can] the raptures tell, 
"i my tender ſoul, | | 

--Or juſtly paint the j joys 1 that dwell . | 
And in my boſom rowl ! | KIN»: 


. 
Ten thouſand glad ſenfations riſe, 
And fill my pleaſur'd mind, 
Tranſporting thought! I've all I prize, 
For Henry's true and kind. 
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XH E chief purport of theſe, four 

haſty lines is to inform my dear 
Saphira, that I have been prevailed on 
to fix Thurſday week, to be united to 
the moſt worthy of his ſex. Lou gave 
me hopes, which 1 with you not to de- 
feat, and ſhall expect you will contri- 
bute to the addition of my happineſs by 
your preſence. , The time draws on 
apace. Indeed, my dear friend, I do feel 
ſtrange perturbations at its approach 
But, ſilly heart, why do you flutter ? 
Sir Charles is worthy, and he is your 
own choice: could you admit another? 


Oh, 


Tro Tar. ExPLAaNATION. 
Oh, my dear Saphira, what fort of 
ſenſations muſt thoſe people experience, 
when they draw near ſuch a criſis, who 

are actuated only by ſordid hopes of 
gain, and have no tie but intereſt? for 
my part, I regard ſuch an union in no | 
better light than as a ſolemn proſtitu- 
tion. Wretched mortals | bereft of 
evety noble paſſion. Yet there are too 
many who willingly fall a prey to ava- 
rice, and ſacrifice themſelves to that 
droſs which can never purchaſe one 
moment of tranquility, x. 


1 am glad to find you are at laſt de: 
termined in your aoice, and more par-. 
ticularly fo, as ic. is authorized by your 
mother, I am all impatience to ſee 

4.) | Captain 
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Captain Melcombe. I wiſh I could 
prevail on you to ſuffer him to ac- 
com pany you hither, I dare affirm he 
would have no objection to follow the 
example Sir Charles will ſet him, and | 
1 think you could not with proprie- 
ty refuſe to follow mine. What ſay 
you? Will you tell him I deſire he will 
| come ? | 


I hear my dear Sir Charles enquiring 
for his Harriet; I know you will ex- 
cuſe my quitting the pen to meet him. 


Adieu. I expect your anſwer, and 
Your affectionate, 
Harzier DENHAM. 


LETTER 
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SarhixA to HARRIET. | 
H 18 moment brings a letter from 
=. ' my dear Harriet —Now for. the 
contents. 


You haye then at laſt fixed the im- 
portant day on which the happineſs or 
miſery of your future life depends. 


Well, my dear, I will be with you, do 
not fear: I ſhould die if I was not to 

ſee the ceremony performed. But do 
not imagine 1 will enter the nooſe at the 
ſame time. No, no, child, I ſhall ſee 
firſt how you behave when matronized. 
I will 
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I will not do any thing raſhly, or pre- 
cipitately : I. myſt have time for con- 
ſideration. Liberty is a jewel of ſuch 
intrinſick worth, that I.ſhall feel a kind 
of regret at parting with it, let the time 
come ever ſo late. 5 f 


Sophia enters — ſne has taken your 
letter to read. — Intolerable! She de- 
clares the Captain ſhall know what you 
ſay.—I hear him below. muſt throw 
away my pen to get my letter, or the 


conſequence will be. great. — She will 


give it him, and between them both 
your poor friend will be teazed to 
| death. | | 1 
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fore my face. I ſcolded, they laughed; 
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Do net chide me, Harriet, I am not 
to blame It is Sophia's fault that your 
letter has been ſhewn. She ran with it 
into the parlour, and though I followed 
raving, and vowing revenge, ſhe was un- 
mindful of my threats, and threw it toMr. 
F rankland, who beckoned Melcom be. 
He looked: over his ſhoulder; and they 
abſolutely had the audacity to read it be- 


I. would have the letter, they refuſed i it; 


and do you know, the Captain ſays vou 


have. invited him, and proteſts he will 
arcept the invitation. My brother and 


ſiſter applaud his reſolution. 1 am mon- 


ſtrouſly out of humour, and declare 
he ſhall not accompany me. He 
=_ replies 
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replies he is ſorry to give me offence, 
bat he cannot think of reſiſting a chal- 
lenge from a lady, therefore, he will 
certainly go to Arun-Vale. 


How provoking this is what muſt 
I do?— think I will even truſt to chance, 
for that more frequently than de/ign in- 
| troduces us to happineſs, 


Adieu, I ſhall be with you in .a few 
days. The creature'vows if I will not 
admit him within, he will get behind 
the chaiſe, or elſe drive as poſtilion, for 
he is reſolved to attend me.—It is very 
cold weather, H arriet, and I believe 1 
had better take the poor fellow by my 
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ſide I am ſure you are of this opinion. 
Well then, expect to ſee us \ragethers | 
till when I am 


Tour affectionate friend, 


- . 


SapniRa AIX Y. 
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SAPHIRA to Mrs. FRANKLAND. 


Dear Sophia, 


þ ETIRED from the e 

buſtle of the beau- monde, and 
that dear region of pleaſure, London, 
here fits Saphira.— A fine proſpect to 
be ſure from every ſide — a pretty land- 
ſcape enough — room for a painter to 
exerciſe his genius. | 


We arrived here after an agreeable 
journey. Harriet was at the window 
expecting us, and as ſoon as we entered 
the avenue, flew to meet us. She is 


* 


grown 


oe <2 
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growyn handſomer than ever. Sure the 
country air has been of infinite uſe. I 


would be worth while to be buried for. 
a few months, if one could be ſure to 


gain as many new charms as ſhe has 
done. Captain Melcombe ſays ſhe is 


a lovely creature. I often aſk him 


how he can bear to look at me; for I 


poſitively am a fright when placed by 
ber. —I wonder how the man can like 


me. 


Sir C harles is every thing, nay more 
than ſhe has deſcribed, and he doats on 
Harriet. As for Conſtantia, ſhe is a 
pretty mute Miſs enough. I do not 
know what effect a few months in Lon- 
don air might Produce, but, at preſent, 
I think 
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I think ſhe looks rather ſimple, or 


George is to commence Benedict too, 
on Thurſday; and Sir Charles, with _ 
whom I am a mighty favourite, pro- 
tefts I ſhall not ſuffer the Captain to 
remain free, and ſo have an opportu- | 
nity to laugh at them. They are old 
friends, were at the univerſity together. 
I-do not know how it will happen—To 
be ſure one cannot always anſwer for 
onesſelf—But, if T hold the mind I am 
now in, they ſhall not wheedle me into 
the bands of wedlock—ſo ſoon how- 
_ ever,—Dear heart—one has not time 
to breathe — three days more bring 
Thurſday. I have ſcarcely recovered 
1 _ 
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the fatigue of my journey, when they 
want to hurry me into matrimony—Be- 
ſides, 1 declare I will not be a bride 
with Harriet —1 ſhall look ſo ugly, 
che man will ſicken at the ſight of me: 
| and. then, I never was at a wedding. I 
ſhall not know whether to give my 
right hand or my left; and then what 
an awkward figure I ſhould make! 


ehe comes my F OO IO juſt re- 
n from riding with the Baronet. 
1 fy to. meet him. Adieu. 

18 am your ation " TR 
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cle i. 


Mr. AimworTH to Capt. MzLcOBE. 


N 


minutes to inform him that I got ſafe 


INDFUL of my promiſe to my 
- dear friend, I have ſtolen a few 


to Graveline. Immediately on my arri- 
val, borne on the wings of love and ex- 
pectation, I flew to thoſe walls whoſe 
darkſome round incloſed my dear Geor- 
gina. 1 enquired for, and deſired to ſee 
her. They went inſtantly and announced 
the arrival of an Engliſh gentleman 
who begged admittance. The requeſt 
_ complied with, and I was conduct- 
ed to the door of the apartment. The 
fair ſiſter who attends the out-penſioners 

Vol. II. 8 led 
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led the WAY, and 12 me, that Miſs 
Melville was ſomewhat better, and was 
for the firſt time below in the parlour, 

and that her mother was gone to drink 
tea in the incloſure. The door opened 
and — 0h! my Frederick, what pen 
can deſcribe my feelings when I beheld 
the lovely ſuffering maid? An anxious 
trembling thrilled through every vein, 
and ſoftened every power of my ſoul: 

each gay hope, my ſportive im agination 
had been buſy to indulge, was ſcattered 
at the ſight before me. Pale, and la- 


bouring beneath a weariſome and dan- 


gerous ſickneſs, I viewed but the ſpectre 

of my Georgina. The wonted bluſh 
on her cheek, painted by the roſy hand 
| of health, which once diſplayed a chear- 
. 
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ful f morn, and, flattering, promiſed a gol- 
den noon, by the tremendous power of 
the full-rigid queen, was fled! At fight 
of me ſhe ſtarted. I flew to throw my- | 
ſelf at her feet. With a gracious {mile 
ſhe gave me her hand, which I graſped 
in extacy. But oh! my friend, the pile 
of hopes my imagination, at the inſtant, 
| had fondly reared, was. as ſoon deſtroy- 
ed.—She fell lifeleſs in my arms. My 
ſituation at the moment I muſt leave 
to your tender mind to form a juſt de- 
ſcription of: to paint it here, is impoſ- 
ſible.—I was alone—a ſtranger to the 
place I knew not what to do. I would 
have called, but my voice faultered. 
My trembling limbs too, forgot their 
office—My legs. refuſed conducting me 
G2 to 
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to the door. In this diſtracting exigence - 
T continued ſome minutes, till luckily 
I took my eyes from the object on 
which they had been rivetted, , and threw 
them round the room, in queſt of fome- 


thine, "though I'knew not what. For- 
tunately 1 eſpied ſome drops on the ta- 
ble, which from my confuſion had till 
then eſcaped my notice. They had the 
"wiſhed ſucceſs, and my deareſt breathed 
once more. She caft her lovely eyes 
on mine, and with a ſigh ſhe uttered, 


. 0 Oh! my Henry! Is it you, indeed? 
de or is this all lufion: 9 convinced 
her of its reality, and the generous girl 
would ſuffer no apology: my letter, 
which ſhe received the day before, had 
cleared up 18 thing, and ſhe would 


admit 


— 
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admit no addition to its contents. We 
remained alone near two hours. The 
tranſports that glowed in my enraptured 
breaſt cannot be deſcribed. Her mother 
returned, and I ſtaid the evening. The 
following day my viſit was repeated, | 
when I found her conſiderably better, and 
ventured to intreat her to return to Eng- 
land. Her mother joined my ſolicita- 
tions, and we prevailed. To- morrow we. 
leave Graveline. Adieu; I am impatient 

for you to be witneſs to the happineſs 
0 5 13 


Tour ſincere friend, 


_ Henry ATMWORTR. 


63 0 


226 Tux Exe: AA To. 
LETTER XIIII. 
: Mrs. FRANKLAND to "OOTY; | 


Dear Saphira, 


> 


o ought to lay a particular value 
on this letter; not as a mark of 
my friendſhip, but as a rarity; for you 
know I hate writing, and I believe theſe 
are the only lines you.” ever received 
from me. Nothing but the earneſt de- 
fire I have to inform you of -an ex- 
traordinary affair, lately come to paſs, 


could have induced me now to take 


up a pen. I ſhall deliver the account 


Mrs. 


Tux ExPLANATION.. _ 
Mrs. Liberal and Cleander are decamp-- 
ed together, and have bent their courſe 
to Paris. She left a letter on her dreſ- 
fing-table to inform the Colonel. He 
was rather affected at firſt, but not from: 
a motive of affection, I fancy; his pride 
alcne was hurt. He, however, conſoles 
himſelf in the company of Mrs. Arun-- 


* 
* - 


They are Ne together. As for 
Cleander's wife, ſhe,. poor thing, is = 
molt diſtracted. | 


4 


: | Make-1 my love to Harriet—Compli- ö 
ments to the reſt. Adieu. Believe me 


Your affetionat fiſter, 


1 Fx RANKLAND. 


64z - was 
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LETTER XIV. 
Arms to Mrs, FRANKLAND, 


Dear Sopby, 


HE wiſhed-for morn is at length 
arrived, and bright Aurora ſpreads 
her ee beams to uſher in the day. 


Locked 1 in the arms of Morpheus, I have 
Paſſed the night in undiſturbed repoſe. 
The gentle god amuſed my ſlumbers with 


delightful dreams, from one of which I 


was rouſed by a rap at my door about 
fix o'clock. Such an unſeaſonable inter- 


ruption made me angry; and in a pettiſn 
tone I enquired who it was. A tremulous 


voice quavered out, It is I—open the 


door.” 


« Poor 
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« Poor Harriet!” faid I, rubbing my 
half-cloſed eyes and tumbling out of 
| bed to let her in. While I had paſſed 
the hours in balmy reſt, ſhe had in vain 
ſolicited ſleep to- lull her into a. forget= 
fulneſs of what was to go forward this: 
morning. She was half dreſſed, her hair 
hanging about her ſhoulders, . and look- 
ed lovely beyond deſcription; but the 
Poor thing, was in a violent palpitations 
| —No | wonder. Thank Heaven my heart 
is at reſt—no need of any flutter. there- 
about. I ſhall. preſerve my freedom, at 
leaſt a few months longer; though. I un- 
derwent a ſevere attack laſt night, teazed : 
from every quarter but I: came off in 
trium ph would not retract my firſt reſo- 
lution—No, no, Saphira will ever ſtand 
G 5 0 firm 


1 
| 

1 
| 


friend: Harriet was perſuaded I could 
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firm to her charter. Every mouth was 


open. The Captain intreated: Sir Charles 
declared E ſhould be a bride with my 


not, with any degree of propriety, re- 
fuſe: George ſaid, it was ridiculous to 


| ſuppoſe I meant it: and his mild deary 


thought I could not be cruel enough to 


make the Captain unhappy. Pretty ſen- 
_ - fitive plant? ſhe judged of my ſenſa- 


tions by her own, I ſuppoſe. They 
tormented me the whole evening; ſo 
at laſt J promiſed Frederick, on our 


return to town, to give him my hand. 


This, 1 think, was as great a conceſſion 


ns any reaſonable creature could expect: 


x filenced „ and the — 
Was changed. | 


\ Harriet 
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Harriet and Conſtantia are now buſy 
at the toilette. I have adviſed them to 
read over the ceremon y, leſt they ſhould 
behave awkwardly,—Don' t. you think 
it neceſſary? I have juſt left them to 
Vrite this, and muſt not omit telling 


you their. dreſſes... 


b has got a white corded-tiſſue . 
negligse, with very ſmall ſprigs of gold 
raiſed on it; a point tucker and ruffles; 3 
a ſingle row of pearls round her neck, 
the exceſſive whiteneſs of which is 
ſcarcely to be paralelled; her lovely 
hair, without powder, is dreſſed in curls 
placed promiſcuouſly, over which is an 
exceeding fine net-hood, pinned up; a 


ſmall pair of pearl car- rings, and ſhoes 
8 ©: = 
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like her ſack. She looks like an angel. 
Her inimitable beauty would even tran- 
ſcend the thought of an enraptured poet 
in che greateſt warmth of imagination. 


Sir Charles i is in white and ' gold, and 
looks divinely. 


= Conſtantia has a white negligee, with 
fmall filver ſpots ; ; a very fine laced-te- 
reſa, ruffles the ſame ; 3. * coque de perle 
necklace and ear- rings; her hair well 
dreſſed in powder, with a negligẽe- cap 
f of very fine blond, and white ſhoes; 
+ She | is a pretty piece of ſtill life enough, 

and really looks _ a pela 


= f George 
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5 George is in white and filver; you 
Enow he is handſome, therefore muſt look 
well. I, being the bride's maid, am in 
white from top to toe. As the Cap- 
tain attends en carafere,, he is in the 
ſame colour. Now I think I have given 
you a full account. Here comes Free 
derick. N 


„What I writing, Saphita r- 


Even fo, by way of Killing time, till 
0 the good folks: want me. & + am Writ- 
ing to my fiſter.“ 


os They want you now, and have ent 


— me for you.” 
Adieu, then, Sophy, I muſt attends 
when we come back EF will tell you | 
5 . 
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how. tht two frightened. fair ones bez. 


SF... N n WV * 


Well, Sophy, every one is come ſafe | 
from church but Saphira; and ſhe, poor 0 
ars has met with a: ſad diſaſter.— is it 
Sa Saphira that now writes? — Surely yes.— 
© What, your ſiſter? Surely no.—How | 
is this ?—Yes, 1 it is; and no, it is not. 
Why, which am I to credit ? —T:am 
ſure I do not know. —Saphira was free, 
1 am not,—OQ here comes one will anſwer . 


me at once. 


0 Pray, Capt. Melcombe, be ſo civil 
« as to inform me ho I an, and what 
* is wy name?” | 


« Why, 


9 


* is in my power to make you ſo, one 


” « of the happieſt of your ſex; and L 


am ſupremely” Bleſt. when I. tell you. 
that your name is, Saphira Mel- 
«: combe.”” 


O- 8 true, true; 1 remem: 


ber my ſcattered wits return,—What 2 


uſage have I met with! Why, Sophia, 
EF am—— married—ay, married—abſo- . 
lutely they have made a wife of me. 
Wheedled, ſurpriſed into the nooſe, with- 
out even being allowed a negative. hs 
do proteſt that, when I left this houſe, 
had not the moſt diſtant idea of be- 
ing married—Why, ſure, it cannot be— 

They only tell me ſo in jeſt, to frighten 

| me 
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me—Yet—TI have a padlock | on my: 
finger—that. brings conviction: Ay, ay,, 
it is even ſo—I am married, ſure e- 
' nough. Mercy on me! I'll lay down 
my pen for an inſtant, to recover my 
ſenſes, and then give you an account. 
of this * a... 


About nine o lock, Sir Charles, 
Harriet, Captain Melcombe, and your 
ter, were hoiſted into a coach. George, 
Conſtantia, Lady Raymond, and Dr. 
Scarecrow ( a name F have given the 
parſon, for I am- ſure he has ſcared me 
enough) followed. in another. At the 

end of the avenue, we were met by a : 
whole: army of Sir Charles's 8 tenants, 


= ck with olive branches i in their hands, 
5 | f preceded 
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preceded the carriage in pairs. 8 At 1 


end of the church- yard we were met 


by twenty girls, dreſfed in white, with 


baſkets of flowers, headed by Sally, 
ſtrewing them in the park ; Colin on 


the other ſide with as many young men, 
employed in the ſame office. At laſt, 


in we marched. Sir Charles led - his 


| beautedus Harriet to the altar, and the 


girl went through the ceremony with 


merited applauſe. Next came the other 
pair, and when they were drawing off, 


I was ſeized with an unuſual tremor; 
my ſpirits were flown, and you cannot 


think how I trembled. Her Ladyſhip, 


with a ſmile, whiſpered ſomething a- 


bout example—and node, Saphira. Sir 
Charles advanced, catched "my" hand,” 
| | took 
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took hold of the Captain, and put it 
in his; then ſaid, % Fair Lady it . 
* your turn,” I was Juſt going to give 


violent ſhrick,! when my ſtrength of 
voice fled, and, without, being able 20 
make an effort to the contrary,. was 
conſtrained to: ſuffer him to conduct 
me to the ſpot juſt quitted by the other 
two. I went on pretty well, though, 

an Lene to the ward, OBEY, and that 


K in my throat ſo, that J really was. 


very near being choaked; however, t 


laſt, wich much ado, Iftammered i it out; 
tho' to be ſure, I thought I ſhould have 
fainted. Never did any poor creature 
| ſhake and tremble like me; nor. ever 
was any poor creature ſo hurried. into 


what ſhe had not the moſt diſtant idea 


cM 
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of performing. Shameful treatment. 
to be drove into a thing by the head 
and ſhoulders—and in ſuch a manner 
too! 1 ſuffered my Frederick to lead 
me to the coach, without nn 
whether I was N r or not. A 


| Wen were ſaluted with ringing of dal, 
| and the ſame parade as at our entrance, 
with the addition of a thouſand bleſſ- 
| ings from the country people, and as 
many huzzas. Sir Charles has order- . 
ed an entertainment for them all, We 
haſtened through the croud, and ſoon 
found ourſelves at Arun-vale. 1 can- 
not expreſs the joy that was painted on 
every countenance, each congratulating * 
the other; nor can I expreſs my ſcared 


looks 


I 


* 5 
* 
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looks—1 ſtood. aghaſt, like one depriv- 


ed of reaſon. —Pray Sophy, will ſuch 


a marriage ſtand good ?—Could it not 


be diſannulled ?—I am ſure it was not 


with my free conſent—T think. But 
no, it does not ſignify now; I may as 
well reſt contented. I have ſaid; OBEY, 


7 and that i is enough. It was, I find, a 


contrived ſcheme between Sir Charles 
and the Captain. Well, it is over, and 


vat is paſt cannot be recalled. 


. 2 , 
4. 


Our ſettlements you know were not 
quite finiſhed: a meſſenger will be dif- 
patched to-morrow morning to bring 
them; ſo we. ſhall. finiſh, where other 
. begin. I am a piece of an ods 

diy, 


ww 
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dity, and they are reſolved I ſhall not 


act in contradiction to the character. 


A 2 from the | Captain—He 
wants to ſee me. 


„Tell him I am x lids. BY cannot 


. go.“ —S0, ſo, here he comes. 


: 38 Nay, my love, I- will have you 


% leave writing.“ 


O dear, I am ded — ſo muſt 


obey. 


Adieu, Sophia, in every change 1 ain 
ſhall continue 


Tour affectionate fiſter, 


SAPHIRA MELCOMBE, 


1 
% 
— . — 


N 


F 
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 GeorGiNA to Lady RAYMOND, 


A T lengeh, my "FM friend, I am 
once more arrived in the. gay dif. 


©; ſipated circle of the metropolis. We 
had a very bad paſſage from Calais to 


Dover, and were near becoming a prey 
to the mermaids. The winds blew, the 
waves mounted, and the ſhip was toſſ- 


ed moſt unmercifully. I fainted every 
inſtant, and we were all in a terrible 


fright. At length the ſtorm ſubſided, 


the wind grew calm, bright Sol appear- 


ed, and we got ſafe to Dover. As ſoon 


= we landed, the firſt care was em- 


= ployed 
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ployed on me, whom they put to bed; * 
where I remained in wretched- plight 
during the courſe of the following day. 
My indiſpoſition detained us a whole 
week; however, I am now much bet- 
ter. My ſtrength returns daily, my 
fpirits hourly, and 1 hope their de- 
preſſion will ſoon vaniſh totally, the | 
cauſe being removed. 


Mrs. Frankland informed me of your 
happineſs. Accept, dear friend, my 
warmeſt | congratulations. I ſincerely. 
-hope, the well concerted union will be 
Permanent, and no dull cares intrude 
to blaſt your bliſsful hours. Saphira 8 


account has made me laugh heartily. 


T - - 7% 2 WF 4 
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80 you really frightened her into ma- 


. I. think you acted very 


right; for Lam ſure tke Captain muſt 


| havehad an uncommon ſhare of pa- 
tience had he waited: her conſent. 2 
beg you will preſent her my ſincere 
wiſnes for her happineſs - — Conſtantia 
0e. 1 regret that 15 was not wich 


My Henry has prevailed on me to 


defer his happineſs no longer than the 
week after next; by that time I hope 


my dear Lady Raymond will be in 


toyn.— I am going to take an airing 
with my . dear Henry.— —Oh! Le: 


oy 
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my increaſing felicity — each ſucceed- 
ing hour admits no ' pauſe to happi- 
neſs. | TELE. - 


* 


Adieu. I am ever 


\ A 
|» 
Your ſincere friend, 
GEeoroina MELVILLE, 
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eee en ee, 
Lady RaymonD to Mrs. DexnHam. 


Dear ſiſter, 


Promiſed to inform you of our ar- 
rival, and have taken the earlieſt 
roman > do ſo. 


: We got 28 to town, ſince which 
dine I have been harrafſed beyond ex- 
pleſſion with contindal viſiters; ſome 
led by friendſhip, but moſt by curio- 
ſity. How very diſagreeable is all that 
parade one is obliged to go through, 

for the ſake of not appearing ſingular ! 
10 


E 


2 4 , 8 4 — - 
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| To comply with the abſurd faſhion of 
the multitude, 1 have acted in direct 


oppoſition to my own inclination, and 


have ſuffered myſelf to be ſeated three 
days like a dreſſed- out puppet in a raree- 


ſhow, for fools to gaze at. 


We left Georgina (now Mrs. Aim» 
worth) yeſterday. My dear Sir; Charles, 
the Captain and Mrs. Melcombe, and: 
myſelf, attended them to St. George's 
church. I breakfaſted with my friend, 
and aſſiſted at her toilet. She had a: 


white flowered tiſſue, a fine net hand- 


kerchief edged with point, ruffles the 


ſame, and a large demi negligee cap. 


The ſickly langour that veiled her face, 
made her appear more lovely than I had 


H 2 | ever. 


{4 
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ever ſeen her. Mr. Aimworth was in 
white and filver. - At nine we proceeded 
in two coaches to church. Sir Charles 
preſented the valuable gift. When they 


drew off, I whiſpered joy to my dear 
friend. I. am reſolved,” faid I, © to. | 
| « be the firſt to congratulate you.” She . 


made no anſwer but with a ſmile. 


Three chaiſes were ready to eonvey 
us to a houſe of Mr. Aimworth's about 
twelve miles from town, where we found 


2 table decorated in the moſt elegant 


manner, with all kinds of ſweetifleats, 


| fruits, and wines. After being refreſh- 
ed, we amuſed ourſelves with viewing 


the houſe which is very compact, and 


5 Mw” furniſhed, - and walking in the 


. 


TRE ExpPLANATIo W. 149 
garden till dinner time, when we were 


ſerved with a moſt ſuperb entertain- 


ment. 


Adieu. I expect to ſee you in town 
on Tueſday. Believe me 


Your affectionate ſiſter, 
And ſincere friend, 


< 


HARRIET RAYMON D. 


THE END. 


* 
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